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Jasimuddin’s classic
dance drama

that champions
harmony
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A scene from “Sojon Badiyar Ghast
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‘SOJON

fterits tmumphant performance Oct
20, Washington, D.C -based Ban-
rladeshi culiural group presents ils
third performance of celebrated folk poet
Jasimuddin's dance drama Sojon Badivar
Crfacrt on Mov. 16 to raise funds for flood
victims in Bangladesh
Jasimuddin made an unforgetiable
impression on Bangla literature after his
appearance in the literary scene in the
first half of the 20" century. Praised by
literary giants of his time including Rabin-
dranath Tagore, Jasimuddin’s poetry took
erstwhile Bengal by storm with its keen
understanding and sensitivity of the jovs
and sommows of rural life.
Safen Badivar Ciaal has all those
qualities as it narrates a profoundly mowv-
ing story of village life which combines

62 | Siliconeer | November 2007

BAD

IYAR
the pathos of & tragic love story with the
acute abservalion of the harsh reality of
rural life where the devious power-hungry
elite rule the roost, showing few qualmsin
manipulating the religious divide to draw
a wedge in society and benefit their own
narmaow ends.

Sulfused with a deep humanism,
the theme of Sofon Badiyar Cilwaar has a
strong contemporary resonance in today’s
wiorld of strife and sectarian animosity .

Under the able guidance of Anutosh
Saha, who wrote the senpt. composed
the music and directed the play, Dhroo-
pad has breathed life into this play with a
superb combination of folk music, chore-
ouraphy, stage effects and & commuitted,
skillful performance full of heart. * Amid
continuous applanse, Dhroopad staged

its first play Sojon Badivar Ghaat,” said
a headline of the U.S. Bangla newspaper
Kheahor,

It is no surprise that after their first
sold-out performance brought calls for
an encore performance for a Durga Puja
celebration this vear. Once again, Dhroo-
pad came through, and their tmumphant
performance this time around had many
members of the audience wiping their
tears.

The third performance will be held
at the Harris Theatre at George Mason
Lniversity in Fairfax, Va. Proceeds wall
benefit victims of recent Noods in Ban-
gladesh.

Interested readers can find more de-
tails at the Dhroopad Web site at hitp-//
dhroopad org W
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